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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
FOR THE GOSPEL ‘ADVOCATE. 
The following Circular Letter, from the pen 
‘of the Rev. Mr. Orthos, is directed to all 
men of talents who believe in the doctrine of 
endless punishment. Sie 
CIRCULAR LETTER? 
GENTLEMEN, 

The object of this letter is to call up the at- 
tention of the learned to this subject, that they 
may “contend earnestly for the faith onde de- 
livered to the saints.” As for myself’ Lhave 
never doubted this doctrine from my infancy, 
and until lately I have been able to keep my 
hearers quiet by simple declamation, but unfor- 
tunately for me that time is past. They areno 
longer satisfied unless I give them the marrow 
of the subject and produce my strong reasons. 
For many years I have asserted without fear of 
contradiction. that “all mankind by the Fall 
lost communion with God—that they are un- 
der his wrath and curse, liable,to all the miser- 
ies of this life, to death itself, and the pains of 
hell forever.” With many prayers and tears I 
have warned the people of that day of “ indig- 
nation and wrath” when the vengeance of God 
will be magnified against rebellious sinners and 
eternally glorified in full satisfaction—I have 
uniformly declared, that. the kiug of terrors is 
sent to all the “ finally impenitent” with a bla- 
zing torch in his hand to light them down to the 
great gulf where,they instantly meet the thun- 
ders of Jehovah—that the raining of fire and 
brimstone upon Sodom was a light punishment 
when,compared with the magazines of wrath 
which will explode over all the careless and in- 
corrigible—that they, will be bound in everlas- 
ting chains of darkness—that to them will be 
reserved a perpetual night of clouds and storms 
as the “ reward of their unrighteousness”—that 
their feasts of merriment here, will hereafter be 
exchanged for mournful lamentations, their 
wicked pleasures for immortal anguish, and 
their spiritual negligence for the “blacknegs of 
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darkness forever ‘and ever”—that the gospel 
is not proclaimed in the pit of destruction—that 
there, there is neither pardon nor peace, nor a 
state of trial, nor the means of grace—that 
there they never “taste of the goodness of God 
nor drink of the rivers of his pleasures” —that 
a cheering beam of hope never comes to allevi- 
ate their sorrows—that no sofiihand ever wipes 
away their tears—that no kind friend ever vis- 
its thera in their distresses—that the angel of 
mercy is neither permitted to administer a cor- 
dial nor to apply a balm to their wounded spir- 
its—that no pleasant affection will ever spring 
up in those regions—that there is neither an 
eye to pity nor an arm to save—that the Al- 
mighty “speaks to them in his: wrath and vex- 
esithem:’ in his sore: displeasure,” causing all 
their sins to pass before them as birds of prey, 
and to meet them in every direetion under asy 
of impenetrable darkness—that his voice is a- 
gainst them eternally for eviland that when he 
speaks everlasting damnation beats high in ev- 
ery breast—their sun is set to risé no more— 
that the ‘prince of darkness reigns over them in 
his own place+-that-it is a land of darkness and 
more than ‘the: shadow of death—that to. the 
“finally impenitent” the way of heavenis block- 
ed up fofever+—that the bridge is removed— 
the door shutyand.a “ great gulf fixed”—that 
they are always in. the pangs of the second 
death, always dying and yet never able to die 
—that they are under the most terrible appre- 
hensions of wrath, and that whatever they caa 
think upomeither past or present will increase 
their misery-+that they are surrounded by the 
most abandonedsociety, rabbed of every spark 
of good. But above all, that it is the duration 
of this punishment which gives it such a raigh- 
ty horror—that it is this which renders it a per- 
fect state of misery, and sounds the alarm 
throughout all these dismal regions—that this 
eternity is the ocean into which all their rivers 
of pain are perpetually running—that this ocean 
is without a bottom or a shore—that everlast- 
ing — will sit as queen over them exercis- 
ing all her cruelty while they curse the day that 
gave them birth, and unceasingly wish that 
they had never been born—that if they had on- 
ly one promisé-of relief after a lapse of time 
however remote they would hail it in transports 

and even hell herself would be robbed 
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of half her terrors—that the prince of darkness 
rides along in his fiery ¢hariot triumphing over 
his millions of helpless beings, all rolling in one 
eternal flame—that streams of lightning blaze 
around with tremendous ¢laps of thynder pea) 
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after peal, and that the echo is heard through- 
out this vast domain, reminding them that when 
millions of ages are past, that what is past bears 
no proportion to that which is to come; no, 
not so much as one drop of water to all the dif- 
ferent seas. In this manner for many years I 
have endeavored to warn the people to “ flee 
from the wrath to come,” but for some time 
past the “enemy has sowed tares among the 
wheat,” and to my inexpressible grief the peo- 

le have turned a deaf ear to my admonitions. 

hey acknowledge my sincerity and zeal, but 
tell me to my face that I have neither a cor- 
rect idea of God’s character, nor a right under- 
standing of the scriptures. But what is worse 
than all this, infidel preachers have come into 
the neighborhood, who blasphemiously assert 
that there is neither hell nor devil, and that all 
my fears proceed from ignorance. “ Be aston- 
ished O ye heavens af this.” And is if indeed 
true that I have preached a doctrige for many 
years which I have not doubted, but which I 
cannot prove to the satisfaction of my hearers. 
I blush to’ own that this is the case, and it 
greatly increases my affliction to know that 
there are hundreds of my brethren in the min- 
istry, in the same painful situation. Some in- 
deed mourn over their want of talent to treat 
this subject in a becoming manner, but the ma- 
jority appear to treat it with perfect contempt. 
Oh that I had .a voice which could be heard 
from one extremity of the earth to the other, 
with this voice I would. cry out damnation a- 
gainst every man of talents who will, not “come 
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” 
Oh ye reverend doctors for-God Almighty’s 
sake cease your apathy and Jevity.. Study this 
subject in all its bearings, and then come forward 
like men and meet. this denomination of infi- 
dels upon their own ground. Until this be 
done, I despair. of seeing the work of the Lord 
prosper ia our hands, we shall lose our charac- 
ter as a learned ministry, and at length be scat- 
tered to the four winds of heaven. 

T shall now leave this matter with God, con- 
scious that I have done my duty, and that I 
have thus far delivered my own soul, 

ORTHOS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


TO « THE REV. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y. 
Sir: In my last I cousidered your miracle 
as far as the statement that the woman did not 
know how such a thing as the Tractshe found, 
could have-‘come in the garden, and that she, 
therefore supposed it brought there by a “ mir- 
acle.” The following is your languege, imme- 
ws succeeding the passage last noticed. 

“ What with the. conviction$-of a conscience 
awakened on reading the Tract, and what with 
more of superstition, the woman was thrown 
into an agony, next into convulsions ; and that 
night, about 12 o’clock, in the most awful ago- 
ny and forebodings of misery for a wicked life, 
she was suetched out a corpse |” 


You must be aware that my plan of treating 
this ‘subject is, not to contradict what I suppose 
untrue, while discussing its merits ; but to ad- 

/ mit your story true, for the sake of seeing how 
; far it will support itself. It is upon this ground 
alone, that you must take any admissions I have 
| or shall make, respecting the truth of this story 
of yours, for L now frankly tell- you, without 
reserve, that Ido not believp’Wsingle leading 
feature of the whole story j#fpunded in truth. 
This digression &ppeared sary—and we 
now return to the subject im Mand. In this ex- 
tract, you'say the woman was thrown into con- 
vulsions by superstition. Now, Sir, whence 
came such superstition as gave this woman con- 
vulsions ? Ot what nature was it?, Was ite sus 
perstition in the woman to believe the den@iei 
ations laid down in the “ Tyaet 

Turn as you will, in quest of light, apomthis 
subject, the whole remains still enveloped in 
darkness. Yousay the woman’s comscience 
troubled her. Ofavhat had she been guilty 7 
You have not told-us of asingle act of hers that 
was evil, unless jt, the picking up of the 
tract. | Pray, Sinfipw did you know that this 
woman had lead a Wicked life, as you say she 
was § bout itg?, It, doesnot appear that 
she cared any thing about her wickedness, ex- 
cept that it might carry herto the place you 
Priests call Hell. You will observe that the 
story, as it stands, precludes the possibility that 
you could have been acquainted with her; be- 
ae, if youhad been, she would not have 
thov¥ht a tract so rare a thing as she did. The 
same, according to the run.of the story, must 
be true of all other priests who spend half their 
time running after tract meetings. If she had 
known any such, or even yourself, she must 
have been well acquainted with all the tract bu- 
sigess, long before she left school. This, then, 
clearly proves that you knew nothing of the 
woman, personally, therefore you could not 
know whether her life had been good or bad, 
except by hearsay. 

But, you say, that so great were her fears 
and forebodings that she died the same night, a- 
bout 12 o’clock. And this was caused by the 
man’s throwing a tract into the garden, I have 
known much evil to come of these little nuisan- 
ces, but I never before heard of their murder- 
ing the reader. 

I have often known the doctrine of endless 
|damnation to be preached by zealots in a 
| neighborhood until it produced several suicides, 
‘but this appears a different case. The woman 

was actually scared to death, without doing 
any violence to herself. ‘The tract and her ‘su- 
perstition overcame nature, and she expired, 
a victim to the wicked devices of man. 

Yours, 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 
We understand that a certain Calvinistic 
“ Reverend” of this village, called last week at 
the dwelling of one of our citizens for the very 
| laudable purpose of saving a soul from the 
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wrath of a calvinistic god, by persuading the 
lady of the house to embrace the absurd dog- 
mas of John Calvin. The “ Rev.” genile- 
man was, by appointment, to attend a funeral 
in a few minutes from the time he called ; but 
on makingknown the object of his visit, he 
found that the lady had a mind of her own, and 
what was still worse(for his cause) thatshe had 
sufficient independence and fortitude to declare 
her sentiments—even to the minister! The 
Parson, finding his views opposed, waxed so 
zealous in the cause as to fprect the dead, and 
the defunct was borne to the silent tomb with- 
out his knowledge or his prayers, while he was 
striving’ to\ defend the heathenish notions of 
ifthe arguments of an intelligent 


e, thus f filling, in a very literal and truly 
hawaér the text—“ let the dead 


: a Christian Guide. 

~~ "PHE: WESTERN RECORDER. 
This is @ meek-eyed, sanctified paper, of the 
orthodox class,published in Utica : or, to speak 
seriously, it isa haggard skeleton, which rather 


serves to frighten children, than to,ifistruct the 
community. In the number fi ry 31, 
there is a precious morceau of edi rowess 


and polemical talent, which would make any 
little Sunday school boy think, the editor had 
been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. In 
this article, he complains of the “ inexcusable 
negligence ofthe friends of truth,” because they 
do not rise, en masse, to “ drive the monster of 
infidelity,” Universal, “from the face of socie- 
ty.” Well, Mr. Hastings, lead the van; mar- | 
shal and head the troops of the Lord, in the | 
holy crusade. You may obtain an everlasting | 
name : and though the whole conquest be noth- 
ing more than the visionary reverie of a mind 
as highly fumigated as that of Darius, in the 
feast of Alexander, yet it will be some consola- 
tion, that the like language may apply to the 
hero of the Western Recorder ; 

* And thrice he routed all his foes, 

And thrice be slew the slain.” 

But let us attend te this Herculean laborer. 
He first, like a skillful physician, lays down the 
symptoms and prognestics of the disease ; sec- 
ondly, he assigns the cause ; and thirdly, pre- 
scribes the remedy. 

“Universalism is not one of those errors 
which generally succeed by means of subtley. 
It is an error of so gross a nature, that no hon- 
est mind unbiassed by prejudice, ever embraced 
it, without manifesting, at the same time, the 
most entire imbecility of character. No one 
single solid argument was ever drawn, either 
from the darkness of Heathenism or the light 
of Christianity, in its favor. Common sense re- 
jects it: conscience declares against it. And 
to undertake to combat it by a regular train of 

argument, would be like attempting to prove 
thatthe sum does not shine upon us through 
the thickest darkness of midnight. Let not the | 





Christian attempt to wage a war of words, a- 
gainst a band of intellectual outlaws.” 

Probably the editor had just come out of one 
of the revival meetings, when he penned’ this 
philippic ; or it may be, that he had just retarn- 
ed from au aerial excursion, and yet had not 
cooled so low as the regions of reflection or ra- 
tiocination, but notwithstanding he may have 
thought, a bold ebullition of fanciful bombast 
would be more effectual among the sons of im- 
agination, whose science is rather a kind of 
necromancy, than the result of intellectual in- 
vestigation. For such persons, argument is * 
folly, and demonstration useless. Nothing can 
more effectually expose the mental aberration 
of the editor, than this petulant scrap of ignor- 
ant dogmatism, in reply to his weak brother 
Timothy, at Buffalo, who implores his assistance 
against Universalists. Unfortunate Timothy! 
would you not have acted more wisely, to have 
applied to Father Paul for instructions, than 
to unbelieving Thomas of the Western Recor- 
der, who plainly shows you he is totally unable 
to afford you any assistance in your struggles 
against Universalism. 

We have long witnessed the shyness of pre- 
tended and mock orthodoxy towards Universa- 
lism, and have not failed to attribute it to its 
proper cause, a conciousness of inability to meet 
its agement, and a sneaking sophistry, which 
would fain cast the veil of haughty disdain, o- 
ver the bloated face of ignorance and error !— 
The adherents to ancient superstitions, wheth- 
er Catholic or Pagan, have for some time at- 
tained so much experimental knowledge, as to 
enable them to avoid, carefully, all attempts to 
defend their. fooleries by argument. They well 
know that their systems “to be hated, need 
only to be seen.” Therefore a new method is 
now adopted. The mask of hypocrisy is as- 
sumed ; long prayers, heavy groans, desperate 
shrieks, and convulsive fits,are the Pythonic 
indications of a present demon: and if the hair 
be disheveled, the countenance distorted, the 
imagination frantic, and the incoherent effu- 
sions of devil !—hell !—damn !—vengeance ! 
be very frequent, that soul has entered the vis- 
ions of the holy, and bids fair to obtain a place 
in the calendar, as a saint of modern graduation. 
Hence reason, common sense and reflection, 
are banished from the Bacchanalian assemblies, 
And the motto of modern orthodoxy is, “ not 
the rational, but the animal man, is our field 
of cultivation.” 

Our readers may suppose this is not answer 
to Mr. Hastings : but we acknowledge our log- 
ical abilities are unable to discover the sem- 
blance of argument, in what he has written a- 
gainst Universalism, In corroboration of this 
fact, we have his own testimony. To attempt 


‘to combat Universalism by “anyregular train 


of argument,” is worse than useless. This is 


.very true. We know it to beso, atleast for a 


man of Mr, Hastings’ categorical powers. It 
is therefore much more convenieat to use defa- 
mation than argument. 
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** Universalism is not one of those errors which 
generally succeed by means of subtley.” 
_Universalists. are under obligation to Mr. 

Hastings for this tribute of praise, however un- 
awares it thay have escaped from the pen of its 
discriminating author. ‘They disclaim the low 
tricks and pious frauds, by which unpriacipled 
“ errorists” have attempted to delude mankind, 
But we could scarcely have believed that Pres- 
byterians would have condescended to couch, 
like deceived enthusiasts, in the dark caverns 
of confusion and uproar, in order to catchafew 
unthinking women and children, by the roar- 
ings of a lion, or the ferreting of hobgoblins,— 
Neyer will Universalists degrade themselves, 
by resorting to such worthless measures, To 
the noble, manly means of close, pertinent, 
scriptural and philosophical demonstration, they 
have applied, and thereby success has attended 
their efforts ; and their congregations, general- 
ly, consist of the reading and reflecting part of 
the effervescence of a disordered imagination. 

“ Universalism is an error of so gross a na- 
ture, that no honest mind, unbiassed by preju- 
dice, ever embraced it without manifesting at 
the same time, the most entire imbecility 
of character. Let not the Christian presume 
to wage a war of words, against a band of in- 
tellectual outlaws.” 

Readers, Universalists are not Christians !— 
They are hishonest, or biassed by prejudiced or 
weak minded simpletons! Perhaps they are 
creatures of another make, and still more total- 
ly depraved than the editor of the Western Re- 
corder, 

“hall we be frightened when a madman stares !” 

Shakspeare. ° 

Were we not satisfied that this is the mere rant 
of a theological novice, the fettered hireling of 
the Auburn Theological Seminary, we would 
be almost stunned with “the thunders of his 
power.” But let us consider—we do yield in 
strength of mental powers to Presbyterians.— 
We are unable to believe One, THrer: and 
unwilling, wickedly to compare our God to the 
monster Cerberus, of three heads, which barks 
at the entrance to Pluto’s kingdom: nor will 
we imagine him like the fabled, triple-formed 
Goddess of Mythology, called Diana, on earth, 
Luna, in ‘Heaven, and Hecate, in Hell. 

“ Terret, lustrat, agit, Proserpina, Luna, Diana, 

Ima, suprema, feras, sceptro, fulgore, sagitta.” 

Moreover, we cannot believe, so basely, of 
the Presbyterian Devil,asthey do of their God ; 
whom they describe as a being eternally tos- 
sed in the votex of ungovernable passions ;— 
consequently the most miserable being in exis- 
tence. We cannot believe a just God will pun- 
ish the innocent instead of the guilty, or 
outrage all human justice, by demanding double 
payment, first from Christ, and secondly from 
those for whom Christ suffered, in propria per- 
sona. We cannot imagine, that any being of a 
sound mind, would support an enemy to undo 
whatever he did, thwart his designs, and dis- 
grace his character: but the Presbyterians say 





and acts the hypocrite after all, by complain- 
ing of this Devil’s operations. No wonder that 
men are hypocrites when they describe their 
God asthe chief. They represent him further 
as wishing to save all men, but he cannot suc- 
ceed! Miserable, unfortunate, good-natured 
being, what a pity, that he has not strength 
enough todo his pleasure. But stop—there 
is a fine counterpart to this story, which says, if 
he could get his will, he will send all mankind to 
hell, quick, quick! What a blessing then, that 
there is another good-natured, meek God, to 


keep the first.in geodhumor ! If thisrubbish 
blasphemy be intellvet, no won- / 
ellect uml on 


of nonsense a 
der that many begome# 
“Not one siiigle soli 
drawn, either freq.) the, 
ism, or the light*ef4Vhristjam 
Will any man believe that 
read all that has een wrifft 
versalism ? Or rather Wall igi 
what he asserts, thaf ie pe or 
ant as any Cherokee an the sub 7e 
will revert the statement, and apply the last 
thé doctrine of @ndless misery.— 
bar it, Mr, Hastings, hear and blush 
lance aud prejudice. We defy 
ir e Wegtern Recorder, or his pat- 
rons of the Auburn Theological Seminary, to 
produce “ one single solid argument from the 
darkness of Heathenism or the light of Chris- 
tianity, in favor” of the wicked, God dishonor- 
ing Popish dogma of endless misery ! ! 

We farther defy the same Soi-disans, theolo- 
gical luminaries, to show that there doctrine 
had an existence in the world, till invented, af- 
ter the apocalyptical beasthad swept the third 
part of the stars from heaven, and another third 
part had been darkened. In the degraded 
Christian Church the infernal doctrine was first 
broached, And if men were not drank with 
the wine of spiritual fornication they would ea- 
sily perceive, that no support could be adduced 
from all that,kas been written, either by the 
sacred Penmen or the heathen Philosophers for 
the doctrine of endlessmisery. No! the wick- 
ed thought outrages intellect, insults the Deity, 
and indicates its adherents to be possessed of « 
depraved heart and blinded understanding.— 
May God cleanse their hearts from wicked 
thoughts, and restrain their lips from defaming 
the Holy One of Israel. 

So devoted are the slaves of modern super- 
stition to this monstrous idol of the imagination 
that scarcely a prayer can or dare be concluded 
without ascriptions of praise to the triuned or 
triple formed phantom. Now, as all the ad- 
herents of this idol, are se openly hostile to the 
exercise of reason, and so fond of the sensitive 
in opposition to the rational man we would 
suggest the purchase of an Egyptian Mummy, 
or if it please better a Golden Calf; and to fix 
it fast in the midst of the church, that it may not 
be at liberty to desert its station, so frequently, 
nor liable to be hawked about the country by 


their God does so, ip relation to the Devil ; | the sorry pedlars of such commodities. 
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Unblushingly we assert, that whoever can be 
induced to profess assent to such foolish dog- 
mas, can by the same process be led to believe, 
that he walks on all fours, and after the manner 
of the ancient Egyptians, to worship a pied bull 
for a god! Can such reveries be countenanced 
by the bible? Allow us, Mr. Hastings, one col- 
umn in the Recorder, weekly; and notwith- 
standing all your efforts, in the other nineteen, 
we shall sap the foundation of Calvinism, in 
three fousths of all your readers, in less than 
one year. Good bye, Sir; whenever you show 
yourself, and your writings, worthy of more 
. respect, we.gliall pay you due homage. 


EL ADVOCATE. — 


AY, MARCH 3, 1826. 
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“ Themotloof modern ortRodory is not the Ra- 
TIONAL but the AmgMAL man, istyir field of cultiva- 
tion.°—Thompson. “im 

The diggraceful fact isim@onger 
that some of the citize’ village more 
engaged in “ getting u ival.” excite- 
nents generally denominat€d revivals, are, by the 
sober and reflecting part of community, justly consid- 
ered as the most pernicious of all evils, inasmuch as 
they are calculated to produce that state of things, 
which is more to be dreaded than the “ pestilence 
that walketh in darkness.” We fearlessly assert 
that such excitements are productive of no good and 
much evil ; that they are expressly designed, by the 
promoters of them, to disseminate bigotry, to perpetu- 
ate ignorance, and to subserve the interests of sectari- 
anism ; that they have been invented and sustained 
by interested and money-loving priests ; that the an- 
imal, and not the rational man is the subject of them; 
and that our Creator, to whose spirit they have been 
attributed, has had nothing farther to do with them 
than to imprint in the mind of every intelligent being 
a divine principle that utterly abhors them, and, in 
his written word, most pointedly to condemn them. 
These facts being perfectly obvious to every reflect- 
ing and candid person, it need not surprise the read- 
er to find, in what follows, a bold and fearless expo- 
sure of those means which are used to produce that 
pestilential phrenzy in the public mind, which, by 
sectarians, is wickedly called “ a work of God, and a 
revival of religion.” 

Nothing on earth or in heaven could induce the 
writer of this article to raise his voice against that 
“ cunning craftiness” which is practised by those 
pretended soul-savers, who strive to get up revivals, 
and thereby promote the interests of Babylon the 
Great, but a sense of imperious duty. It is, at best, 
a painful task, to expose the wicked designs of the 
pretended ambassadors of Jesus, or to unmask the 
stupid credulity of their victims. Our reward, in all 
such cases, is the virulent indignation of the former, 
and the vindictive envy of the latter. But neither 
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the pains and penalties of {he one, nor the groans 
and lamentations of the other, will deter us from at- 
tempts to warn the unsuspecting of their danger, and 
(o rescue the innocent from the fangs of monsters 
more unfeeling than the worshippers of Juggernaut, 
and more unrelenting in their cruelties than the Mo- 
loch of Gehenna. We expect to encounter the 
frowns of bigotry, the sneers of prejudice, and the 
railings of fanaticism; but the approval of a good 
conscience and the approbation ofmen and women of 
sense and discernment is, to us,a greater reward 
than the united ap;lause of all the, deluded votaries 
of error this side the grave. 

To attempt to reason with the subjects of a revival, 
would be as useless and unavailing as to preach re- 
pentance to the tenants of bedlam. We may tbere- 
fore despair of effecting any thing by an appeal to 
their understandings, until the fever subsides and 
reason (if she is not abandoned forever) resumes her 
empire in the mind. For the first step taken by an 
anxious “ subject of an awakening” is to discard the 
little common sense bestowed by the Author of Na- 
iure, and the next, to yield implicit obedience to the 
dictation ofa crafty priest and his train of fanatical 
followers. Men of sense, and indeed all sober and 
intelligent persons, are carefully avoided by those 
who are persuaded to “ get religion” according to 
the rules of a‘ revival,” lest peradventure, a spark 
of reason and comron sense should break the charm 
and explode the necromancy. No sooner docs the 
fear of hell begin to excite alarm in the mind of the 
subject or victim. than he or she, as the case may be, 
is carefully instructed in the mysteries of the crafts 
and initiated into the society of the faithful, which is 
generally made up of matroas, who “rule well their 
own house,” maids whose age renders them honor- 
able and not liable to the allurements of the world, su- 
peranuated deacons and others, who have found that 
faith hides a multitude of sins, and strangely cheq- 
uered with here and there a ‘‘ celestial one,” whose 
attractions are pre-eminently calculated to wean the 
affections of the young and amorous from the vanities 
of the world! We neither write for the purpose of 
convincing those who are thus enlisted under the 
banner of fanaticism, nor with a view to prevent their 
leading captive all such as are weak enough to be 
caught in their snares. It is only to the sober and 
reflecting part of community that we appeal, and 
such alone are qualified to profit from our animad- 
versions on the conduct of others. 

We lay it down as a proposition which requires bu! 
little argument in its support, that those who are en 
gaged in gelling up revivals are generally governed 
by dishonest motives. —We demand of all concerned, 
what is the ostensible object of those, who are engzg- 
ed in promoting these revivals ? Charity inclines u‘ 
to answer, that their object is to save souls. Be it so” 
At first, this reply appears somewhat plausible : But 
let the question be asked, from what do they desire to 
savesouls? ‘The answer is at hand. Their object 
is, to save the souls of sinners from the wrath of an 


offended and implacable god! This reply, which is 





by po means uncommon, exposes the wickedness of 
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their pretensions! They know better than to feel 
justified in such outrageous assumptions ;—if igno- 
rant, they are wilfully so, and are dishonest in laying 
claim to the right, or power, of saving souls from 
God. The time has been, when such pretences 
were tolerated; but that time has long since passed 
away, together with that ignorance, which, if now io 
existence, would be unpardonable. The man who 
can bow coolly maintain the idea, that it is a laudable 
employment for mortals, to endeavor to save souls 
from the wrath of God, is a proper object of commis- 
seration, and a promising candidate for a mad liouse. 
Whoever has perused the pages of any book of higher 
character than the New England. Primer, or the 
Presbyterian Confession of faith, cannot be ignorant 
of the fact, that the pretensions of modern soul-savers 
are a libel upon the character of Deity, and an insult 
to every enlightened understanding. So much for 
the ostensible motives of revival-makers. But there 
are others which are known only to those who have 
been instructed in the art trade and mystery of get- 
ting up revivals: One of which is, to promote the in- 
terests of priests by exciting bigotry, prejudice, and 
intolerance in the hearts of their victims. It is a no- 
table fact, that a person is not considered a valuable 
acquisition to their numbers unless he consents to 
yield implicit obedience to the priest ; and the worth 
of the “ convert” is estimated by the virulence of 
his heart, the weakness of bis head, and the slander- 
ous propensity of his tongue. Show us a convert to 


the dogmas of John Calvin, who has not been made 
“ {wofold more the child of"——+ bigotry 


than 
he was before his conversion, and we will convince 
every candid mind, that such convert is an exception 
to the general rule. Wedo not deny that there are 
Many virtuous and good persons altached to this faith, 
but in all such cases their virtues consist in cautious- 
ly avoiding the way marked out by the doctrine 
they outwardly profess. 


Another motive with those who get up revivals, is 
to poison society by disseminating anti-social princi- 
ples among their followers. ‘No sooner @o they suc- 
ceed in obtaining a convert than they begin to fill 
his mind with the notion that he is a child of God, and 
ought not to associate with the unregenerate. Chil- 
dren are taught to be impudent teachers of their own 
parents ; the youth is inflated with the ilea that his 
conversion entiiles him to the privilege of giving lec- 
tures on religion to the aged and prudent ; and young 
females, and old maids, whose business it is, not to 
usurp authority, but to “learn in silence witb all 
subjection,” immediately become spinners of street- 
yarn, the insolent dictators of others, the unwelcome 
intruders on our domestic tranquility; and the grace- 
less censors of the conduct of obnoxious individuals, 
ito the disgrace of their sex, and quite to the unhap- 

" piness of the neighborhood in which they live. The 
more knowing ones, who lend their aid in a cause so 
repugnant to reason and common sense, are fully a- 
ware that such are the uniform effects of revivals, on 
society. They need not go from their own firesides, 
to find every fact set forth above, most strikingly de. 
monstrated. Their own partial views and feelings 


present a mirror before their eyes, ia which all: this 
and mach more may be secn and recognized as the 
legitimate frait of bigotry and modern revivals.— 
This being known to them all, it remains no longer 
problematival, that their objectis to produce such a 
state of thingr in community. 

Having disctyered (kat the motives of those who 
take the lead in these fanatical revivals are bad, we 
shall proceed to shyw, that the subjects of revivals, 
are pretty uniformly; either tle most simple, the most 
immoral, or the most hypocritical parts of communi- 
ty. 
a" is a notorious fact, that simple women, weak- 


}minded children, profane youth, and irreligious a- 


dalts, are the most proper subjects of modern revi- 
vals. Passion,” says the .c@ebrated Sterne, 
“ must be combatted by passion ¢ héace your griey- 
ous sinners become devotees.” This.re holds 
good in many of those cases which fall ukdetgur'ob- 
servation. How often do we see thie mostwbandoned 
libertines, the most profane swearers,—in a word, 
the most notorious Sinners, resort to the fashionable 
rantings of a revival, in quest of a mysterious “ con- 
version,” with whith to hide their former iniquities 
and retriev: t reputation ! Enstances of this des- 


cription urn is village. Those who 
have bee s for kedness, or to say the 
least, who have bee ected of “ easy virtue,? 


have, in a trice, metamorphosed themselves into 
saints; and 1t need not surprise the reader to be told, 
tbat he who but yesterday was considered unworthy 
of confidence and respect, is to-day considered a child 
of God, an example of holiness, a pattern of righ- 
teousness, a brother of the faithful. Little girls, whe 
a few days since were vbedient and industrious, are 
now, by the wonder-working power of the revival, 
the insolent converts to sectarianism, and are taught 
to think morc highly of themselves than they ought: 


band to look down with holy contempt on their equals. 


Weintend our remarks to be general, but give each 
one the liberty of applying them for himself. That 
there are honorable exceptions to the above rule we 
cheerfully admit, but they are “like angel's visits, 
few, and far between.” But that the proposition now 
advanced is substantially true, and that it may with 
much propriety be generally applied to all revivals of 
the kind under consideration, is demonstrated by the 
confessions of those to whose declarations in relation 
to those matters we give implicit heed. The most 
prominent subjects of revivals uniformly acknowl- 
edge, they were, before their conversion, the very 
worst of creation ;—nay, they willingly confess, that 
if God should do thetn justice, they would be damned. 
The case is therefore no longer a doubtful one; and 
the conclusion is perfectly irresistible, that the hope- 
ful subjects of revivals, are generally those whose 
simplicity, immorality, or hypocrisy, renders it not 
only expedient but necessary, to experience a change 
in order to retrieve a lost reputation, or acquire a 
character and standing in society never before de- 
served or enjoyed. 

To all this it may be replied, that Christ came to 





call sinners to repentance, and to improve the moral 
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eharacters of the vicious and profaue, and therefore 
these revivals are beneficial, and warranted by his 
examples. But we are prepared to show that so far 
from making men better, modern revivals are pecu- 
liarly calculated to make them worse. Our Saviour 
taught his followers humility, but these revivals uni- 
formly excite an arrogant, proud, and dictatorial 
spirit. In proof of this, it need only be said, in addi 
tion to the foregoing remarks, that a convert, three 
days old, becomes an arrogant teacher, and in pro- 
cess of time, an adsnirer of his own piety, a worship- 
per of his own holiness, and the trumpeter of his own 
superiority. The writer of this artiele is a reputed 
heretic, and within two years. he has witnessed a 
demonstration of these facts. Persons, who, before 
their conversion -could extend to bim the hand of 
common friendship, and exercise towards him the or. 
dinary Civilities of life, have, immediately afterwards, 
assumed the haughty demeanor of the pharisee and 
the forbidding aspect of bigotry itself And farther. 
It remains for our revival-christians to prove that 
their characters are more conformable to the pre. 
cepts of Christ after their conversion than they were 
before. For “ the world” being disposed to insist on 
proof in all matters of faith begin to 8 t, that the 
religion thus acquired, erally i cloak to 
hide the deformity © , and serve as security 
from the violated laws of heayen. The back-slidings 
of saints, it is true, sound more pleasantly than the 
hard words ‘actual transgression ;” but if we may 
judge the actions of men by the object in view, or by 
the effect prodaced, a saintly swindler, a religious 
slanderer, or a pious knave, will be found no iess in- 
tolerable thab ordinary unconverted sinners, 

The fullest conviction of of the facts above stated, 
has led to this developement of our vinws, and a sense 
of duty has produced in us the resolutign to expose, 
hereafter, in the most pointed manner, the practices 
of those who have usurped dominion over the spiritu- 
al destinies of our fellow citizens. And we give all 
those concerned fair warning ; pledging ourselves to 
make a full exposure of those ‘* who creep into hous-, 
es leading captive silly women laden with sins,” prom- 
ising before our Creator, todo our duty, so far as in 
us lies, in “* bringing to light the hidden things of dis- 
honesty,” and in exhibiting the unpardonable impu- 
dence of each and every individual, who conducts 
contrary tothe rules of common decency and good | 
manners. And while to every professing cbristian 
we ‘extend the hand of charity, we shall prove 
our friendship by exposing their faulis. We shali 
therefore, be faithful and vigilant, leaving the event 
with our heavenly Father. Being fully persuaded 
that we shall not lift up our voice in vain, we shall 
persevere unto the end; and if nothing else shall 
prove to be effectual, we shall resort to the unpleas- 
ant means of making a full exposure of the names 
and characters of those individuals who neglect to 
profit from the hint here given to an enlightened and 
liberal public. 


_ All the Father giveth me shall come unto me, and 





bim that cometh to me 1 will in no wise cast out. 


: , NOTICE. ; 
Some of pur subscribers inform us that certain 
Post Master demand pamphlet postage for the Gos- 
pel Advocaté; and request information as to the le- 
gality of suchexactions. The most we can say'on 
the subject is, thata sheet containing two 3. was 
some time since forwarded to Washington, and the 
Post Master General decided that even in that case 
the whole was chargeable with only the ordinary 
tage for one printed sheet. The Gospel Advocate 
is not in pamphlet form, and we Consider it unlawful 
and oppressive to be charged anymore than common 
news-pajer postage. Ignorance may’palliate the 'ef- 
fences of those who practice this specics of extortion, 
but justice will require them to alter their course. — 
Ed. Gos. dv. 


ts 


> The communication of «*W.” on the subject of 
* whispering,’ and ‘anxious meetings’ is received, but 
is too personal to fiad admittance into uur columns- 
That they are ‘‘ very pernicious” we have no doubt. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


AN HONEST CONFESSION. 


Mar. Sraterer—F or some time past I have 
felt an inclivation to write to you, and inform 
the public, through the medium of your valua- 
ble publication, of the change of ny mind and 
heart, in relation to spiritual things. I ho 
to be excused fur the broken manner.in which I 
may, communicate my ideas, For several years 
after I began to take some notice of the differ- 
ent denominations of Christians, I professed tv 
be a Universalist, and frequently attended these 
meetings, especially if I heard of one at a dis- 
tance from my home, so that I could have aride 
on the Sabbath, and mingle with the multitude, 
who generally attended, _ But I must honestly 
confess. that i rarely paid much attention to 
the preaching, whe the speaker, as was usual, 
dwelton moral and charitable subjects. When- 
ever.a;preacher began to describe moral char- 
acters, and set forth the duties of men, I was at 
once.uneasy, Such me 2 in a sermon were so 
displeasing to me, that I have frequently gone 
out of meeting to avoid them. The sacred 
truth is, that so long as,I was spending a great 
part of my time, out of meeting, in a habitual 
disregard of christian duties, it was not to be ex- 
pected that I should be edified by a declara- 
tion of gospel requirements, from the preacher. 
Though Iwas called a Universilist, I never 
joined any regular society, nor used any means 
to-have a society organized, in the town where 
I reside. I kept going in the profession, with- 
out once asking myself, as before God, what 
Universalism was. At last, I happened to 
mention to a Hopkintonian, the superior happi- 
ness attending a belief in Universalism. To 
which he replied by asking me which of us I 
thought was the happiest man. I told him 
hastily, that he was infinitely the happiest— 
that I was the miserablest wretch on earth! He 
smiled—and said, “ But how comes that to 
pass, if your beliefis so much better than mine ?” 

he question came like thunder, and in an in- 
stant, I discovered a serious truth,—that I was 
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not in reality a Upiversalist. I. commenced a 
regular examination of myself, and found that 
Thad no faith—no religion. Then turning 
my attention to the Bible, I saw myself as in a 
mirror-——was brought to loathe my former ir- 
religious. conduct, and to enter into a covenant 
of righteousness with the wisdom from above. 
Blessed be God, I seem to be in a new world. 
My heme is a little paradise—my neighbors 
manifest uncommon respect—real Universalists 
gladly hail me as a brother—and I feel to re- 
joice, in all which surrounds me. I have.drawn 
up-a plan for the formation of a Society in this 
place, and shall) use my endeavors to -have 
preaching, at least one half of the time, the en- 
suing year. A REAL UNIVERSALIST. 
Christian Intel. 


REVIVALS OF SUPERSTITION. 

The neighborhood of Utica has been lately 
visited by one of these public calamities, and 
the village seems threatened by the contagion. 
There is a herald. of damnation travelling round 
this district, who has attained more than ordin- 
ary facility in pious curSing and ‘swearing ; and 
as far as report goes, frightens some women and 
thildren, by alarming stories of ghosts, devils, 
and burning lakes. So apt has he become in 
thése terrific tales of wo, that one would almost 
think, he had just cheated the vigilance of’ his 
Satanic Majesty, and escaped from Phlegethon, | 
half touted in the sulphureous flames. ‘Not- | 
withstanding, he is unable to tell any thing real 
about the smoky regions, more than what’ his | 
head and bis heart have experienced, and we 
doubt not but. that is sufficient. We would, 
however, advise all thase who are not yet smit- 
ten by this sore disease, to be vigilant ; for their 
adversary goes about as a “ roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom ‘he may deyour.” We fartherwarn 
the people, that “if any man receive thé'mark 
of the beast, he shall-be tormented'‘day’ ‘and 
night,” unless he “ be killed by the fire, and the 
brimstone, which proceed out of his motith.”— 
Christian Guide. WATCHMAN, ; 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
During the last year, a blessed work has been 
effected at Utica. 
jeople that sat in darkness have seen a great 
fight : and to them who sat in the region and 





shadow of death light is sprung up.” Though } . 


Utica holds the highest rank in civilization a 

‘general improvement of any place west of Al- 
‘bany, and we know not whether the Capital 
should be excepted, yetnothing but theological 
‘tares had hitherto grown in the village. Gloomy 
Calvinism, with all its horrors, contradictions, 
and unintelligibilities, had pre-occupied the 
ground, and corfupted the soil, that scarcely 
any thing but thorns and thistles made their ap- 
pearance. But it pleased God, not only to 
send them the word of reconciliation, but also 
to succeed its ministration,'so that we are hap- 
py to assure our readers, that the good seed 


It may be truly said “The, 


crease of at least rary roup in the village 
of Utica, This shall be to us a cause of re- 
joicing, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

A well ordered and goodly Church and Soci- 
ety, has been established in this place ; may 
the God of Abraham keep it that none may hurt 
it; and may it grow up to an holy temple in 
the Lord.— Christian Guide. 


Another Preacher.—The Editor of this pa- 
per has recently received a letter from Mr. 
Aylett Rains, who is actively engaged in testi- 
fying “ the grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion to all men.” His residence is at Fre- 
donia, state of Indiana, and is, we believe, the 
only preacher of the “ common salvation” west 
of Ohio, May his bow abide in strength, and 
his labors be amply succeeded in the vineyard 
of the Lord.— Universalist. 


An Opiate fora King’s Conscience.—When 
Alexander had in his fury inhumanly murdeg- 
ed one of his best friends and bravest captains 
—on the return of reason he began to conceive 


a horror suitable to the guilt of such a murder. 
Tn this j e his il came to his assis- 
| tance, : hat donc They found 


hm out a philosopher'who gayé him comfort. 
And in what manner did this philosopher com- 
fort him for the loss of such a man, and heal his 
conscience, flagrant with such a crime? You 
have the matter at full length in Plutarch. He 
told him, that, let a soverzien do what he will 
all his actions are just, because they are his.— 
Burk’s Vindication of Natural Society. 





POBTRY. 


I.WILL SING PRAISE, 








HABIT, 


‘The man who never heard a clock, 
If placed within its power, 

May be disturb’d by every knack, 

Which tells a fished hour, 


But when accus{om’d to the sound, 
He quietly can sleep, 

He bears, but not a trace is found, 
For Memory to keep. 


So "tis with danger and with crime, 
The mind recoils at first, 

But Habit may in course of time 

» All bands of terror byrst. 


By Habit, men may rush on death. 

And practise every wrong, 

Defy the Lord who keeps their breath, 
Make crimes and woes their song. 


Thus they can learn to fight and kill 
In duels or in wars, 
And fancy they God's laws fuifil, 





sown during the last year, has produced an in- 


By deeds which heaven abbors. 





